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1616 E. Golf Road |  Des Plaines, IL 60016  |  Phone  847-296-9200  |  Fax 847-296-9207  |  www.nwmc-cog.org

August 25, 2008 

Doug Ferguson 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
233 S. Wacker Drive, Suite 800 
Chicago, IL 60606 

Dear Mr. Ferguson,

The Northwest Municipal Conference would like to voice its support for the Village 
of Barrington’s North Commuter Parking Structure (PD03093184) proposal for the 
FY 2009 CMAQ program, and encourages the CMAQ Project Selection Committee 
to include the project for engineering funds in FY 2009 and construction in FY 2010.
We believe this project will mitigate congestion and improve air quality through 
increased transit usage, and has a demonstrated regional benefit.

The project has applied for CMAQ funding for each of the past three years, ranking 
at the top of the parking deck category each year.  According to the rankings, the 
project shows significant benefits by scoring below $900 per kilogram of VOC 
eliminated each year. 

By providing additional parking spaces at the congested Barrington Metra station, 
the project will benefit current Metra ridership, as well as projected growth tied to 
Metra’s proposed service expansion on the UP-Northwest Line.  It also has benefits 
beyond Barrington, as many residents of surrounding communities currently use the 
station.  Further demonstrating this regional importance, the Northwest Council of 
Mayors has programmed $2,500,000 in federal Surface Transportation program 
(STP) funds for construction of the project in FY 2010, with a request for another 
$1,000,000 awaiting the Council’s approval.  Additional funding will come from the 
Village of Barrington and possibly Metra.   

The Northwest Municipal Conference appreciates the committee’s consideration on 
this matter.  Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions regarding 
the project.   

Sincerely,

Michael Walczak 
Program Manager for Transportation 
Northwest Municipal Conference 
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Arlington Heights 

Barrington 

Bartlett 
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President 

Karen Darch 
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Jill Brickman 
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LOCATION MAP 

HARVEST GATE BIKE PATH 

VILLAGE OF LAKE IN THE HILLS 

N



August 20, 2008 
 
The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) 
Attn: CMAQ Comments 
233 S. Wacker Dr., Suite 800 
Chicago, IL 60606 
 
CMAQ Project Selection Committee: 
 
Our family loves biking.  We take advantage of the many bike paths in McHenry 
County, particularly Lake in the Hills and Algonquin.  While we enjoy using bike 
paths, we disagree with the proposed bike path on Harvest Gate in Lake in the 
Hills, Illinois. 
 
Many arguments could be made against this bike path, but the most important is 
the waste of taxpayer dollars.  It is our understanding that CMAQ funds 
transportation improvements to improve air quality.  The Harvest Gate bike path 
does not accomplish this because there already exists a paved area, 
uninterrupted by an intersection, on which to ride.  Thus, no improvement to 
current air quality would be achieved. 
 
The proposal estimates a total expenditure of $707,625 to build a bike path to 
bypass an estimated 2000 feet of sidewalk/roadway that already connects two 
branches of the Harvest Gate bike path.  (See photo on next page.)  Nearly three 
quarters of a million dollars would be spent to eliminate virtually no Volatile 
Organic Compounds since the contiguous sidewalk already exists.  Nothing is 
gained.  This is fiscally irresponsible.  The appropriate alternative to riding on 
the sidewalk would be a marked bike lane along Harvest Gate with parking 
restrictions. 
 
There are other areas of McHenry County, Lake in the Hills specifically, that are 
not connected with existing bike paths.  We welcome new bike paths that will 
connect existing paths to expand the network of bike trails in McHenry County.  
The Harvest Gate bike path does not expand the current network, nor does it 
eliminate congestion to improve air quality in the area. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
 
Krista and Kevin McDunn 
451 Harvest Gate 
Lake in the Hills IL  60156 
847-854-9858 
 



 

Note that the proposed $707,625 bike path segment would closely parallel a continuous 
existing sidewalk and residential roadway that already adequately connects the existing 
bike paths without crossing an intersection.
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